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Preparations are well underway for this year’s show at the new venue 
with the usual excellent programme of lectures and workshops.   As al-
ways, do please get in touch with the organisers if you can spend any 
time helping with the stewarding.  E-mail the chief steward stew-
ard@honeyshow.co.uk.   
 
The 2016 Schedule will be 
going to press shortly and 
should be mailed out to 
National Honey Show 
members at the beginning 
of August in good time for 
the Show.  This year it will 
include a programme of 
events over the three days. 
 
New class for 2016:  Skep.  To be made by the exhibitor using traditional 
materials and suitable for use.   If it has been used the skep must be in a 
clean condition with no comb inside.  So all those of you who have at-
tended the skep making workshops over the years will have a chance to 
show off your new skills.  
 
The Trade, Educational Stands and Attractions:   

There will be a children’s table with candle roll-
ing, a children’s quiz, a (virtual) observational 
hive, a skep-making demonstration on the Satur-
day.  It will be a very welcome novelty to have 
everything happening under one roof.  There 
will be lots to see alongside the competitive dis-
play. 
 
www.honeyshow.co.uk  

 

National Honey Show 

Sandown Park Racecourse 

Thursday 27th, Friday 28th and Saturday 

29th October 2016  

mailto:steward@honeyshow.co.uk
mailto:steward@honeyshow.co.uk
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk


V OLU ME  6,  ISS UE  4  Page 2 

Congratulations 

 

Well done to  Neil Crawford of Chichester Division who gained a pass in the BBKA Basic Assessment . 

Beekeepers’ Quarterly 

Northern Bee Books is again offering a substantial discount to West 
Sussex members on the annual price of the Beekeepers’ Quarterly 
magazine.  You can subscribe for just £20 p.a - a saving of £10 on 
the normal charge.  A similar discount is available on the e-version 
of the magazine - just £10, saving £10 on the normal subscription.  
Take a look at http://beekeepers.peacockmagazines.com/issues/
bkqsample/ for a sample of the publication.   
 
Subscriptions must be through WSBKA to ensure you receive the discount, so if you are interested in sub-
scribing or renewing your subscription just let me know.   
 

Graham 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

London Honey Show 

Sunday 16th October, from 11am to 4pm at the Westbourne Suite, 
Lancaster Terrace, London, W2 2TY.  Entry is only £2 and kids go free. 
 
From arts & crafts to food & drinks, a kids’ activity area and a variety 
of local suppliers showcasing their products - enjoy all things bee.  
 

There will be honey competitions, as well as the London Beekeeper of the Year Award. 
Entries for the Honey Competition and nominations for Beekeeper of the Year are via the website.  
Please contact Jo Hemesley if you have any questions.  

Nucs for Sale 

A large number of nucs are available for sale at cost.  Many with this year’s locally bred queens and 

others with bought-in Buckfast queens. 

 

If you are interested please contact Ralph or Jason Morris on 01903 750558. 

 

 

Members should satisfy themselves of the health and suitability of these nucs.  WSBKA offers no recom-

mendation. 

http://beekeepers.peacockmagazines.com/issues/bkqsample/
http://beekeepers.peacockmagazines.com/issues/bkqsample/
http://dmtrk.net/246D-4AZKA-HE5DVD-25O37C-1/c.aspx
mailto:jh@lancasterlondon.com?subject=London%20Honey%20Show%20enquiry


Around the Divisions 
 

All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan 
to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Saturday 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th  July - Meetings  at  

the Pease Pottage teaching apiary - 9:30am to midday.  The ‘Buzz Club’ 
for younger members meets at 11am. 

Details from Melvyn Essen: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk 
or website: www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 

Chichester Division 

Details of the Division’s activities from: secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or website: 
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Saturday 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th  July - Meetings at the teaching apiary from 1:30pm.   As 

well as the inspection of the bees different aspects of the craft will be covered.  Further details from 
Sue Elliott: sj.elliott@ukgateway.net or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division 

Saturday 9th July - Apiary meeting at 2pm. 

Wednesday 20th July - Apiary meeting at 6pm.   

Further details from Phil Carter: philange5180@btinternet.com or the Division’s website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 

... and Dates for your Diary 
 
 

Saturday 2nd July - ‘Bee Health Day’ organised by Wisborough Green 

BKA, Kelsey Hall, Ifold.  9:30 and 1:30pm.  Article in last month’s County 
News.  Contact Sue Elliott for details: sj.elliott@ukgateway.net or website: 
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

Monday 1st August -  ‘Addressing the Sustainability of Beekeeping in the 

21st Century’ by Jamie Ellis and Surrey BKA.   East Horsley Village Hall, KT24 
6QT from 7:30pm.  See article in this newsletter. 

Tuesday 20th - Thursday 22nd September - BIBBA Conference, Isle of Man.  See article in last 

month’s newsletter for further details. 

Sunday 16th October - London Honey Show - 11am to 4pm at the Westbourne Suite, Lancaster Ter-

race, London, W2 2TY.  See article in this newsletter. 

Thursday 27th - Saturday 29th October - National Honey Show, Sandown Park Racecourse, Esher, 

Surrey, KT10 9AJ.   www.honeyshow.co.uk/.  See lead article in this newsletter. 
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‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 

mailto:chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk
http://www.centralsussexbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
mailto:sj.elliott@ukgateway.net
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
mailto:philange5180@btinternet.com
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:sj.elliott@ukgateway.net
http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/


Jim’s Jottings 

Chairman, Jim Norfolk continues his jottings for the County News 

 
I have had several communications about poisoning bees recently, so I thought for 
this month I would dig a bit deeper.  Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981, has a long list of species ranging from Adder to Whitefish which are protected. 
It includes a number of butterflies, moths, and beetles, but no bees.  
 
The law states:  ‘If any person intentionally kills, injures or takes any wild animal in-
cluded in Schedule 5, he shall be guilty of an offence.’  So honeybees are not pro-
tected nor are any of our bees.  So can bees be killed, for example, by someone with 
bees in their roof or even bumblebees under a shed, for no other reason than just 
being there?   

 
The current guidelines are given in a booklet available on Beebase entitled:  ‘Guidance on Treating Feral 
Colonies’.  The Pest Management Alliance (PMA) www.pmalliance.org.uk has a more detailed one.  It is 
mostly just common sense guidance.  Don’t poison bees except as a last resort, follow the BBKA guide-
lines, follow HSE guidelines on pesticide use.  Is the nest causing a problem and have people been stung?  
Every reasonable action should be taken to prevent foraging honeybees finding the nest by blocking the 
holes or removing the nest.  The PMA guidelines state:  ‘The requirement to “take every reasonable action 
to prevent foraging honeybees from gaining access to the treated nest, by removing the combs or blocking 
the nest entrances” still applies, even though this phrase may not be on the label of the product con-
cerned.  This requirement is implicit in the Food and Environment Protection 
Act 1985 with reference to non-target species and is of particular importance 
in this situation given the likelihood of neighbouring bee colonies robbing the 
treated nest.’  
 
Blocking holes is actually difficult.  I thought I would trap out the bees in my 
roof.  I left one entrance and then set about sealing all the others.  The bees 
just kept finding more holes further and further away.  Eventually I gave up. 
They are still there.  Basically the only way to remove bees is to open up the 
space and take out the combs.  Poisoning and sealing up is not easy to do and 
apart from the risk to robbing bees and contamination of honey with pesti-
cide, what about all those tens of pounds of honey fermenting inside the 
wall.  If you could identify which of your neighbours had called in the pest 
controller for bees in their roof you might well be able to bring a case, not 
because your bees had been poisoned, but because the guidelines had not 
been followed.   
 
It is now 30 years since West Sussex beekeeper Dick Tutton made legal history when he was successful in 
bringing an action along with 3 other local beekeepers against A D Walker Ltd over poisoning bees when 
the farmer sprayed his oilseed rape with Hostathion.  The action was brought on the grounds of negli-
gence in that the farmer had used the chemical in a manner which contravened advice issued by the Agri-
cultural and Advisory Service (ADAS) and the manufacturer’s instructions issued with the product.  The 
advice and instructions recommended that in order to reduce the risk of harming bees, the chemical 
should be used on cool days or at dusk and never when the crop was in bloom.   
 
Where do we stand today?  One of our members lost colonies to spray drift last year (see photo above). 
The hives were situated just 25 yards from a crop of wheat, which was sprayed by a contractor.  The Bee 
Inspector visited and samples were taken but nothing came of it.   The point is not whether the bees are  
V OLU ME  6,  ISS UE  4  Page 4 

Poisoned Bees 

mailto:www.pmalliance.org.uk
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An Evening with Jamie Ellis - Surrey BKA 

Surrey BKA is hosting an evening with Jamie Ellis on Monday 1st August.  
The title of Jamie’s talk is ‘Addressing the Sustainability of Beekeeping in 
the 21st Century’.   Jamie is well known to visitors to the National Honey 
Show having given lecturers there on numerous occasions.  He is an Asso-
ciate Professor of Entomology at the University of Florida.  His  broad re-
search interests include pollination ecology of honeybees and native bees, Varroa control, honeybee pa-
thology/parasitology, honeybee nutrition and chemical ecology, sub lethal effects of chemicals on bees, 
and general honeybee behaviour/ecology.   
 
The event is to be held at East Horsley Village Hall, KT24 6QT from 7:30pm.  Doors open at 7pm. 
For bookings please contact Sandra Rickwood at rickwoodsbka@gmail.com or telephone 01932 244326.  
The cost is just £5 and under 18s go free. 

poisoned but whether the rules were followed.  The Wildlife Incident Investigation Unit (WIIU) categorise 
poisonings as: approved use; misuse, in which rules were not followed; abuse, in which animals were de-
liberately poisoned; unspecified and unknown.  If the use was approved and the pesticide was used cor-
rectly then nothing can be done.  So nationally what is the incidence of reported bee poisoning?  The 
WIIU publish their results and for 2014 of 336 cases, mostly birds and mammals, 5 were bumblebees and 
19 honeybees.  Reading through those 19, presence of pesticides were found in only 6 and all cases were 
classified as ‘unknown’, which would indicate there was no subsequent prosecution. 

 

So what are we to make of the new  BeeConnected Crop Spray Alert launched by the 
BBKA, the NFU and the Crop Protection Association? - ‘Alerts from farmers will tell bee-
keepers when spraying is happening up to a maximum of 5km from their hives, the crop 
being sprayed and the compound being applied.  The beekeeper will receive an email al-

lowing them to take mitigating action such as moving their hives or shutting the bees in for a short while’.  
Farmers and beekeepers can register now at www.beeconnected.org.uk and the system will go live in 
September, at the start of the next spraying season.  
 
West Sussex do not have a Spray Liaison Officer for reasons I won’t go into.  I suppose if you got local 
farmers and contractors to sign up it might help, but it could also shift the balance from a presumption 
that bees need to be watched out for, to one of, bees should be moved out of the way and the beekeeper 
is responsible.  Just how many alerts might there be and which ones matter and which can be ignored?  
Does just sending an e-mail absolve the contractor in the event of poisoning?  Who will move or close up 
the wild bees? 
 
Post script - There are two articles in this month’s BeeCraft.  One by Peter Higgs, who has given talks on 
removing bees to some divisions, and the other by Peter Hutton, writing on Honeybee Poisoning.  It 
seems my observations are timely. 
 
 

Jim 
 

chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

mailto:rickwoodsbka@gmail.com
http://www.beeconnected.org.uk
mailto:jimnorfolk@btinternet.com


We’re on the web: 

www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 
Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available on the website. 
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With thanks to Nottighamshire BKA via ebees  

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk

